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Curatorial approaches, topic collections and cooperation with the research 
communities





Acquisition of web resources – curatorial approaches

● What to archive? 

● What will be important in the future? 

● User community?

● How to build archive content?  

                                 word cloud of all domains in Webarchiv



History

• 2000 – project of National Library of the Czech Republic, Moravian Library    

and Masaryk University

• 2001 – first archived website

• 2005 – regular harvesting of content

• 2007 – joining the IIPC – International Internet Preservation Consortium



one of our oldest archival copy - website of Charles University 



archive copy of National Library of the Czech Republic website



Today

• 385 TB archived data

• 9,5 billion digital objects (text, images, audio and video objects, software, 

scripts, etc.)

• 3,5 people in the department + 1 IT guy







Legal Issues

• Copyright act – Library Licence allows library to make a reproduction of a 

work for its own archiving and conservation purposes

• Legal deposit act – does not cover born digital documents

• Online access – based on contract with publishers or on Creative Commons 

licence



Software

• crawler: Heritrix 3.4

• access: Open Wayback 2.3.1

• curators: Seeder (developed in-house, available on github https://github.com/webarchivcz/)

https://github.com/webarchivcz/


  Seeder – software for managing electronic resources, websites and harvests



Collection policy

• Comprehensive harvests

• Selective harvests

• Topic collections



Comprehensive harvests

• contract with czech domain provider CZ.NIC

• once or twice a year crawl of the whole .cz domain

• accessible only in the library

• 1,4 millions of second order domains / domain.cz

• maximum of 5000 harvested files per site



“Archived versions of this page are only available from the Reference Centre of the National Library 
of the Czech Republic.”



Selective harvests
• selective approach

• bohemical character (territory, language, authorship, topic/content), not only on czech domain 

• resources with historical, scientific or cultural value

• curated resources

• online access – contract or Creative Commons
• more than 5000 archived websites with online access

• crawled periodically 

• maximum of 15 000 harvested files per site





Curators – workflow

• selecting and evaluating resources

• contracting with publishers 

• cataloging (RDA rules, conspectus method)

• access and quality assurance



Topic collections
collections of resources related to certain event or topic

deeper capture of the topic in electronic resources

current events – harvesting usually in several stages: before, during and after the event 

• planned: elections, anniversaries
• unexpected: floods, terrorist attacks

long-term collections – continuous harvesting  

• Creative Commons, Periodical publications, Charles University

collaboration with IIPC (Olympics and Paralympics, Climate Change, Artificial Intelligence)





  IIPC - collaborative collection 2018 Winter Olympics and Paralympics



   Challenges
 

● make the archive as accessible to the public as possible (legislative 
restrictions)

● collection policy – collection profiling
● full-text search
● development of tools for working with archived data, big data and metadata
● cooperation with the research communities



Current cooperation with the researchers / institutions 

● methodological support for building own archives 

The National Archives, Czech Academy of Sciences, Office for supervision of economic affairs        
of political parties and political movements

● topic collections

The National Archives – Public Authorities

● archiving specific resources

Czech Language Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences (periodical publications)





Development of centralized interface for extracting big data 
from web archives – research project

● Webarchiv – National Library of the Czech Republic
● University of West Bohemia – Faculty of Applied Sciences, The Department of Cybernetics
● Institute of Sociology of the Czech Academy of Sciences

First steps: 

● legislative analysis 
● index analysis 
● analysis of provenance, authenticity                                                                                                                               

and technical parameters of archive data 
● workshop for researchers

              
      analysis of file formats in Webarchiv

project accepted into the program of the Ministry of Culture which helps to support applied research and experimental development of national        
and cultural identity (NAKI)
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